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Title:  Being nice to everyone; equitably representing the entire community 

Overview and Rationale

It is rare to find a school newspaper staff that personifies the community it serves. More often than not, a high school staff consists of only one or two ethnicities, is predominately one gender, and is often composed of mostly upperclassmen. Because of this, many segments of that community are frequently left without representation. Good journalists are those who are not afraid to represent the entire community. Why is fair and equal representation important? Because journalists have a responsibility to truthfulness, and when only a portion of the community is represented it is not a true image of that community. Lack of representation feeds bias and bigotry; it fuels frustration; it often ends in the loss of both credibility and readership. Particularly in a school setting, camaraderie within the community should be one of the foremost functions of the school press. This lesson is designed to bring the school community together.

A good resource for this topic is News in a New America, by Sally Lehrman, published by the Knight Foundation. Lehrman has devoted an entire chapter to this dilemma. She writes, “…in a country as diverse as the United States, one would think that lots of new voices would be heard. But, for the most part, that has not been the case thus far” (pg. 83).

Goals for Understanding

Students will be able to:

· Recognize the value of those in the community who are different from themselves

· Write to include all factions of their reading audience

· Truthfully portray all factions of their reading audience

Essential Questions

· How can my students increase their consciousness of the entire school community?

· What can my students do to increase equitable community coverage?

· How can I, as a teacher, instill an excitement in my students that will make them eager to embrace difference?

Critical Engagement Questions

· How might a journalism student incorporate more diversity into his/her projects?

· In what ways could the entire readership be represented?

· What can be done to ensure the longevity of these practices?

Activity 1 (One 50-minute class – one of the first classes at the onset of the school year) 

· Discuss with the students the need for equity and fair representation of the entire community. Stress the repercussions of not fairly representing the entire readership. See how many diverse communities within their readership the students can list (ethnic, age, socio-economic, gender, grade level, religious, physical ability, and so forth). Have the students select one of the categories to research. 

Homework (due within 48 hours – 72 hours):

· The journalists are to interview as many individuals as feasibly possible within this population and write any type of story that will help the readership empathize with that population. 

· By either sharing the department’s cameras or by using their own, students are to take a picture exemplifying the population they have researched (be careful, staff, not to stereotype). 

· Students are to identify at least one student from this population who may be an asset to the staff.

Activity 2 (One 50-minute class – later in the week)

· Students will post their photographs on the wall in art-show form. The entire journalism staff will judge the photos by a score of 1-6 with one being the poorest and six being knock your laptop off. The students will discuss why they believe a photo is a good representation or not.  Photos will be selected for the next issue (preferably the first issue of the year).

· Students will read through the stories and select any stories deemed printable for the next issue (preferably the first issue of the year). An award will be given to the top story.

· Staff will discuss students who might be considered for recruitment into journalism, or as good voices for their population.

Assessment

Assessment will be determined by the quality of photos and articles submitted. The final success of this lesson plan will be determined by whether or not readership increases. 
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